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SUBJECT: DEATH OF RICHARD S WELCH - STATEMENTS BY OPPOSITION LEADERS 

1. THREE OPPOSITION LEADERS HAVE BEEN QUICK TO COMMENT ON 
THE ASSASSINATION. FOLLOWING ARE TEXTS OF THEIR STATEMENTS 
AS THEY APPEAR IN THE DEC 24 AFTERNOON PRESS. 

2. GEORGE MAVROS, LEADER OF THE CENTER UNION/NEW FORCES: 

"WE CONDEMN THE ABOMINABLECRIME. THE GOVERNMENT, WE ARE 
SURE, WILL UNDERTAKE ALL MEASURES TO DISCOVER AND TO PUNISH 
THE CRIMINALS. THE GREEK PEOPLE UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMN SUCH 
ACTIONS AND WILL NOT ALLOW THE COUNTRY TO TURN INTO A CENTER 
OF TERRORIST ACTIVITIES." 

3. ANDREAS PAPANDREOU, LEADER OF PASOK: "THE PROGRESSIVE 
DEMOCRATIC FORCES OF THE COUNTRY DO NOT STRUGGLE AGAINST 
PERSONALITIES BUT AGAINST INSTITUTIONS. AND NOT ONLY THAT. 

THEY PURSUE THEIR GOALS AND ESPECIALLY OUR 

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE THROUGH POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. THE 
ASSASSINATION OF WELCH EITHER HAS TO DO WITH (THE PAYMENT 
OF) OLD ACCOUNTS, UNRELATED TO HIS PRESENCE IN GREECE, 

OR IT AMOUNTS TO AN ACT OF PROVOCATION OF THE FIRST ORDER, 
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TODAY. IN THE SECOND CASE, THE ACT MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO 
THE SAME FORCES WHICH IMPOSED THE APRIL 1967 DICTATORSHIP 
ON GREECE." 

4. LEONIDAS KIRKOS, LEADER OF THE DISSIDENT COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF THE INTERIOR: "THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS WAS A PURE 
PROVOCATION AGAINST THE ANTI IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT AND 
NORMAL DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT. NOR IS THERE ANY DOUBT THAT 
ITS ROOTS ARE IN THE SECRET SERVICES OF THE IMPERIALISTS. 

WE BELIEVE THE PEOPLE OF GREECE, WHO DID NOT SEEK VIGILANTE 
ACTION EVEN UNDER THE WEIGHT OF THE TYRANTS OF THE JUNTA, 

WILL CONDEMN MERCILESSLY THE ACTION OF THE MASKED ASSASSINS. 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS THE DUTY TO TAKE SEVERE MEASURES AGAINST 
THE AGENTS OF FOREIGN SERVICES, AGAINST JUNTA-MONARCHISTS 
AND NEO-FASCISTS WHO ATTEMPT TO PUSH THE COUNTRY TOWARDS 
THE PATH OF ARMED VIOLENCE." 

5. THERE HAS AS YET BEEN NO PUBLISHED OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE EXTERIOR, BUT INITIAL COMMENTS 
BY UNNAMED PARTY LEADERS, APPEARING IN THE PARTY'S MORNING 
PAPER, SUGGEST THAT THE KKE (EXTERIOR) WILL PROBABLY FOLLOW 
THE LINE TAKEN BY THE INTERIOR PAROY. 

KUBISCH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ASSASSINATION, DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL, POLITICAL LEADERS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRFI 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ATHENS10151 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750447-0101 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751213/aaaaaktl.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRH 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 MAY 2003 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <10 JUL 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEATH OF RICHARD S WELCH - STATEMENTS BY OPPOSITION LEADERS 
TAGS: PDIP, PINS, GR, US, (WELCH, RICHARD S) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



